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Artist: John Doan

Address: 6638 River Springs Dr. S., Salem, OR 97306-9711

Phone/Fax: 503-364-4787

Email: jdoan@willamette.edu

Website: www.johndoan.com

Media Support: 

"Wayfarer - Ancient Paths to Sacred Places - A Celtic Pilgrimage" and "Eire - Isle of the Saints - A Celtic Odyssey" (national CD releases on Hearts O' Space Records. Voted #1 Celtic Album of the Year 1998 by the NAV Music Awards.) Radio interviews (if viable).  The Artist will supply a Press Kit for promotional purposes including: B&W photographs; Color posters; press release; sample program for sponsor to print and make available at concert; biography; reviews; and general information on the performance.  Much of these materials are available at the <www.johndoan.com>.  John is available for phone or live radio interviews in your area.
Concert Description:  

Master harp guitarist, storyteller, and historian John Doan takes his audiences on a Celtic pilgrimage to the sites made famous by St. Patrick and others during the Golden Age of Ireland.  A Millennia ago these sites were imaginatively called "Thin Places" where it was believed the space between heaven and earth, and past and future, were thinly divided.  The audience is transported back to the very sites where the music was composed enhanced by storytelling and a multi-media presentation.  
John Doan recently travelled to the British Isles where he made these musical sketches that he expresses through his harp guitar.  The version of the harp guitar that John plays is a rare, 20-string instrument created at the end of the last century in Europe and America.  It supplements the standard guitar's six fretted strings with six unfretted sub-bass strings, but its most distinctive sound is the crystalline harp tones of 8 treble strings, which ring with bell-like clarity.  John explains "it has almost the range of the piano but it is a lot easier to carry with you!"
Brief Bio:

John has performed with a diverse range of artists from folk legend Burl Ives to jazz ace Larry Carlton, and his virtuoso playing and arranging has attracted praise from no less a guitar luminary than Chet Atkins.  He has also recorded and appeared in the New Christy Minstrels as well as performed with Donovan, Rickie Lee Jones and others. He has appeared in numerous magazines including a feature in Christianity Today as well as staring in two much-loved television specials produced by Oregon Public Broadcasting: "A Christmas to Remember With John Doan" (seen on PBS) and his Emmy nominated "A Victorian Christmas With John Doan."  His music has also been featured on numerous television presentations including Walt Disney, among others.  He lives near Salem, Oregon with his wife Deirdra, where he is an Associate Professor of Music at Willamette University.
Reviews in Print:  

"...his playing is an exquisite union of the ancient and the contemporary, the austere and the sensual."  The Washington Post
"Critics Choice -  John Doan's music is a nearly perfect evocation of the Celtic spirit... intricate arrangements ... poignant melodies."  Billboard Magazine
Concert Reviews: 

"John's performance involves more than just playing music.  He is an entertainer, storyteller, and educator.  His stories which are derived from travel and personal experience, help the audience understand the motivation and inspiration behind his music.  In addition,  John's personality and presence speak intimately to those he comes in contact with.  This allows the audience to become personally involved with his music.  This adds a valuable dimension to his performance.  The ability to go beyond surface conversation and engage in a meaningful exchange is a rare gift John possesses.  Not only is his music relaxing and serene, but his rapport puts one instantly at ease.
University of Wisconsin, River Falls, Wisconsin
“Your concert was our first sell out ever.  Every seat was not only filled, but filled with enthusiastic, happy listeners who have sung your praises ever since.  Several people have commented on your ability to weave stories and music into a captivating, enchanting, and serene evening’s entertainment. The concert was a delightful trip into a world of sound and new sight, and we all enjoyed the history lessons along the way.”  
Chemeketa College, Salem, Oregon
"Thanks for a great evening of entertainment that was much appreciated by our capacity audience.  Your stories and your high level of artistry made for a wonderful performance.  Also a big hit with the audience was your willingness to stay afterwards and talk to the many people who came forward to see you and to get a closer look at your instrument."  The Lincoln Theatre, Mount Vernon, Washington
"What you do on stage touches all so deeply.  For my part, as a businessman, you add culture, history, craftsmanship, and uniqueness that helps to build the esteem of series."  Stephen Said - President, Dosey Doe, The Woodlands, TX 

Fee: negotiable with block bookings, non-profits, and smaller venues.
