A Celtic Pilgrimage Concert
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Artist: John Doan

Address: 6638 River Springs Dr. S., Salem, OR 97306-9711

Phone/Fax: 503-364-4787

Email: jdoan@willamette.edu

Website: www.johndoan.com

Dates Available: January-May 2010 and September-November 2010

Media Support: 

"Wayfarer - Ancient Paths to Sacred Places - A Celtic Pilgrimage" and "Eire - Isle of the Saints - A Celtic Odyssey" (national CD releases on Hearts O' Space Records. Voted #1 Celtic Album of the Year 1998 by the NAV Music Awards.) Radio interviews (if viable).  The Artist will supply a Press Kit for promotional purposes including: B&W photographs; Color posters; press release; sample program for sponsor to print and make available at concert; biography; reviews; and general information on the performance.  Much of these materials are available at the <www.johndoan.com>.  John is available for phone or live radio interviews in your area.

Concert Description:  

Master harp guitarist, storyteller, and historian John Doan takes his audiences on a Celtic pilgrimage to the sites made famous by St. Patrick and others during the Golden Age of Ireland.  A Millennia ago these sites were imaginatively called "Thin Places" where it was believed the space between heaven and earth, and past and future, were thinly divided.  The audience is transported back to the very sites where the music was composed enhanced by storytelling and a multi-media presentation.  
John Doan recently travelled to the British Isles where he made these musical sketches that he expresses through his harp guitar.  The version of the harp guitar that John plays is a rare, 20-string instrument created at the end of the last century in Europe and America.  It supplements the standard guitar's six fretted strings with six unfretted sub-bass strings, but its most distinctive sound is the crystalline harp tones of 8 treble strings, which ring with bell-like clarity.  John explains "it has almost the range of the piano but it is a lot easier to carry with you!"
Brief Bio:

John has performed with a diverse range of artists from folk legend Burl Ives to jazz ace Larry Carlton, and his virtuoso playing and arranging has attracted praise from no less a guitar luminary than Chet Atkins.  He has also recorded and appeared in the New Christy Minstrels as well as performed with Donovan, Rickie Lee Jones and others. He has appeared in numerous magazines including a feature in Christianity Today as well as staring in two much-loved television specials produced by Oregon Public Broadcasting: "A Christmas to Remember With John Doan" (seen on PBS) and his Emmy nominated "A Victorian Christmas With John Doan."  His music has also been featured on numerous television presentations including Walt Disney, among others.  He lives near Salem, Oregon with his wife Deirdra, where he is an Associate Professor of Music at Willamette University.
Reviews in Print:  

"...his playing is an exquisite union of the ancient and the contemporary, the austere and the sensual."  The Washington Post
"Critics Choice -  John Doan's music is a nearly perfect evocation of the Celtic spirit... intricate arrangements ... poignant melodies."   Billboard Magazine
"It is hard to say whether Doan is primarily a musician, teacher, historian, or storyteller. The teacher in him wants his listeners to grasp the meaning behind the music ... he bridges the gap with stories.  Through these parables, Doan conveys spiritual truths that audiences might not accept from a more direct delivery. Those that have ears to hear it will hear."  Christianity Today
Reviews: 

"What a delightful and meaningful way to celebrate St. Patrick's Day.  The Multi-media presentation was beautiful, the stories intriguing and the music carried us wonderfully with you to a far away place.  The whole presentation was a reaffirmation of the deep roots of our faith and the kinship we share with those who have gone before.  
Our people, who are used to a more "upbeat" and "contemporary" musical style in our weekend services, were overwhelming in their praise.  Words like "uplifting" and "fantastic" come to my mind.  As you know, we had a packed house and they were enthusiastic through two encores.  Please feel free to use me or quote me for referral."
Pastor Paul Null 503-390-3900 <paul@dayspringfellowship.com>.
 "John Doan brought a positive experience to our facility where he played to a crowd that was "standing room only."  John Doan will bless your people and the afterglow will remain for a long long time."  Rev. Chuck Cooper - Portland, OR
"The music he offered encompassed all of the many facets of Ireland and was entertaining, educational, and food for the soul.  John Doan is an engaging, positive, and very sensitive human being and accomplished artist.  I would recommend John Doan for a community concert without reservation."   Rev. Pamela Nelson-Munson - Albany, OR.

Fee: negotiable with block bookings, non-profits, and smaller venues.
